[Non-convulsive status epilepticus secondary to subarachnoid haemorrhage as the presenting symptom of a cerebral amyloid angiopathy].
Cerebral amyloid angiopathy is a frequent cause of haemorrhagic cerebrovascular disease in persons over the age of 65 and, sometimes, the initial symptoms can be epilepsy-like. A 62-year-old female with no relevant past history who was admitted to hospital due to non-convulsive status epilepticus, auditory hallucinations and ideomotor apraxia; an electroencephalogram performed on the patient revealed periodic lateralised epileptiform discharges in the right parietooccipital region. Susceptibility-weighted magnetic resonance imaging showed a sub-acute focal subarachnoid haemorrhage in the right parietotemporal region and cortico-subcortical microbleeding in different stages of the progression of the disease that were compatible with cerebral amyloid angiopathy. A critical simple single-photon emission tomography scan was performed and findings revealed an area of hyperperfusion in the same region. Antiepileptic treatment was established with clinical, neurophysiological and scintigraphic resolution. The article reports a case with non-convulsive status epilepticus as the initial symptom of cerebral amyloid angiopathy. It also highlights the usefulness of sequences of susceptibility-weighted magnetic resonance imaging and the physiopathogenesis of periodic lateralised epileptiform discharges as an element of epileptic activity is discussed.